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Still it ia worth noting that in Joshua Sprigg’s list of parlia¬ 
mentary officers they both appear in Colonel Harley’s regiment— 
Pride as lieutenant-colonel and Goffe as captain—while among the 
signatures to the death-warrant of the king their names stand next 
each other. Is it impossible that Pride as well as his brother-in¬ 
arms was a native of ‘ Little England beyond Wales ’ ? 

James Phillips. 


SOME CORRESPONDENCE OF THURLOK AND MEADOWE. 

When I was recently visiting New Zealand, Sir George Grey was 
kind enough to tell me of the existence of some original Cromwell 
papers in the free library at Auckland, an institution which owes 
much of its value to the generosity of Sir George himself. 

I lost no time in following up the hint, and found what appear 
to be— 

a. Four original (or possibly, duplicate) letters by Thurloe. 

b. Ten by Meadowe. 

c. An original treaty between Richard Cromwell and the States- 
General (fg- July 1659). 

As these documents have not previously been printed, a short 
account of them may be of some little interest, though they do not 
contain anything of special value. One would naturally have 
expected to find them among the Tliurloe Papers. 

In the year 1657 war was raging between Denmark and 
Sweden, where the restless Charles Gustavus had succeeded to 
Queen Christina. Both countries were allies of England, Sweden 
by the Whitelock treaty of 1654, Denmark by a treaty of West¬ 
minster concluded in the same year. 3 Moreover, their quarrel 
threatened to disturb the Protector’s great scheme of a northern 
protestant league. He was naturally most anxious to see the com¬ 
batants on friendly terms. 

In March 1657 therefore, Mr. (afterwards Sir Philip) Meadowe* 
was instructed to visit Denmark with the object of bringing about a 
peace. 4 After some delay he reached Elsinore in September, and 
soon obtained an interview with the Danish king at Copenhagen. 
TTi'h mission was received with apparent favour, but Thurloe, who 

Pride left her service And would goe to London, censed a purse bee made for him In 
that parish, whereby she got for him between fourty and fifty shillings, with which he 
came up to London and served a brewer in carrying of flrkinB, runlng of errands and 
such like.'' Elencticus is given to the practice of telling a he with a circumstance, 
but the clue is worth following up by any one interested in Pride’s antecedents.— 
Ed. E.3.R. 

* Jenkinson, Treatia, i. 76. 

* He had previously (1666) been the Protector’s ambassador at Lisbon, and had 
had a narrow escape of assassination. 

4 Thurloe, vi. 119. 
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suspected secret complications, sent him fresh instructions which 
imply a doubt of the cordiality of Denmark 4 His suspicion was 
to a certain extent justified ; for after Sweden had obtained sub¬ 
stantial successes at Warsaw and Fredericksode 6 (?), Jephson, 
the English resident at Hamburg, wrote that while Charles Gus- 
tavus was willing to accept the mediation of England, Denmark 
held out. 7 Here comes in the first letter of the series, written, 
apparently, by Thurloe to Meadowe, though there is no signature 
or address. (I think that Thurloe rarely Bigned his letters.) It 
is the work of a true diplomat. Thurloe has discovered the exist¬ 
ence of a league between Denmark, Poland, and Brandenburg. 
He suspects the influence of * the Muscovite,’ and even adds—‘ You 
say nothing of the king of Hungary, with whom the Swedes affirm 
the king of Denmark is in a strict league.’ He fears that Hungary 
will invade Holstein at the invitation of Denmark. This letter is 
dated 27 Nov. 1657. 

Letters 2 and 8 are both apparently by Thurloe, and both bear 
date 18 December. One is (I think) to Meadowe, informing him 
of the despatch of an agent (? Downing) to Holland, the other, 
seemingly, to Jephson in Hamburg, saying: ‘ I informed you by 

my former letter that H. H. had promised 30,000?., by monthly 
payments. One month is past, but no payment, which “ he ” speaks 
so freely of, and of the great disappointment which'his master's 
affairs are put under thereby, that truly his expressions are hardly 
borne.’ The ‘he’ seems to be Frischendorp, or ‘Frohendorf,’ the 
ambassador from the king of Sweden, to whom Cromwell had 
apparently promised a subsidy, partly to induce a peace with 
Denmark, partly to urge him to designs against Austria and 
Spain. There was no parliament sitting at the time, which pro¬ 
bably accounts for Cromwell’s inability to fulfil his promise. 

The successes of Sweden were so rapid, that Frederick HI was 
at last obliged to make peace 8 almost under the walls of Copenhagen, 
and Meadowe wrote urging his own recall, promising to take the 
question of compensation to Holstein on his way home. 9 

But Thurloe was uneasy about the plans of Charles Gustavus, 
and No. 4 (28 March 1658), apparently to Jephson, betrays 
anxiety as to their real meaning. Jephson, who was a soldier, 
seems to have urged the bold policy of forcing the States to join 
the northern league against Austria, by excluding them from 
the Baltic till they consented. But Thurloe, or his master, 
resolved on the milder course of sending Meadowe as envoy extra- 

» Ibid. vi. 600, 688, 646. 

• Should this be Frtderickiort in Schleswig—Norway and D enmar k being then 
under one crown ? (see letters 7 and 9). 

' Thurloe, yi. 028. 

• Treaty oi EoeskUd, 20 Feb. 105j. * Thurloe, yi. 802, 889, 861. 
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ordinary to take part in the pending negotiations for a treaty 
between Sweden and Poland. 10 His instructions were (amongst 
other things) to urge the cession of (West) Prussia by Poland to 
Sweden, and, at all costs, to exclude Austria from tho treaty. 11 

At this point a batch of the new letters comes in. In Nos. 5 and 
6 (20 and 21 April 1658) Meadowe writes, in apparent ignorance 
of his new commission, that the Holstein business still drags, and 
that the Dutch are being urged by their ambassador at Copenhagen 
to declare war against Sweden. Thurloe is warned not to believe 
the news sent by Needham (the writer for Mercuriua Politicue), which 
is carefully prepared for him by the Dutch ambassador’s secretary. 
In No. 7 we see that new complications have arisen. Charles 
Gustavus has made a truce with Russia and induced that power to 
insult both Poland and Denmark, of the state of which latter country 
Meadowe gives a lamentable picture, prophesying its speedy annexa¬ 
tion by Sweden. But the Holstein business is apparently finished, 
for the duke sends to Cromwell a letter of thanks for his mediation. 

Letters 8 and 9, written from Hamburg, evidently refer to the 
new mission, for they urge the remittance of the Swedish subsidy, 
which Cromwell, after his final rupture with Parliament, is still less 
able to pay than before. No. 9 also announces the contemplated 
election of the king of Hungary (Leopold) to the empire. No. 10 
(22 June 1658) sends news of a renewal of hostilities between 
Sweden and Denmark. No. 12 (6 July) announces that the king of 
Sweden has promised Meadowe an interview at Kiel, but expresses 
great fears as to the result of the news that Cromwell cannot pay 
the subsidy. 

No. 18 (12 July), written from Oldesloe, between Hamburg and 
Liibeck, gives an account of Meadowe’s interview with Charles 
Gustavus, which had just taken place. The king complained of the 
treachery of Brandenburg, which had entered into a secret alliance 
with Poland, and was assisted by a Dutch fleet in the Baltic. In 
revenge, the king threatened to join with Neuburg in an attack on 
Cleve, which had been allotted to Brandenburg in 1624. (This would, 
of course, revive a very pretty quarrel.) But there was something 
of greater importance in the impending vacancy of the throne of 
Poland by the death of the childless John Casimir. Russia and 
Austria might be permitted to share the plunder, but on no account 
would Sweden allow Brandenburg to touch the spoil. Finally, Charles 
Gustavus had been inclined to regard the quarrel with parliament 
as a very inadequate ground for the failure of the subsidy. 

The king told me He wondered His Highness my master so prudent 
& experienced a prince took no more effectual care to extricate Himself 
out of those necessities. And that He who had Atchieved so many brave 


'• Thurloe, vii. 49. 


11 Ibid. vii. 64. 
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Actions though accompanied with manifold dangers should now at last 
soruple that which would be his best & most visible securitie. 

Evidently the constitutionalism of Sweden was only skin deep, 
and Charles XII a worthy representative of his grandfather. 

No. 14 (16 Aug. 1658), the last of the series, is written from 
"Wismar, and announces the definite outbreak of hostilities between 
Sweden and Denmark. But England had renewed her treaty with 
the former in the previous month, and did not cease her efforts to 
put an end to the strife of the northern kings. France joined in the 
attempt, which was ultimately successful in the year 1659,'* Mea- 
dowes having a commission to the Sound in that year, but being 
superseded by four definitive commissioners, who included Admiral 
Afontague and Algernon Sydney. 

I have not been able to trace the history of the other Auckland 
document, which professes to be a treaty made for the purpose of 
including the three surviving Hanse towns—Liibeek, Bremen, and 
Hamburg—in a former treaty made between England and the 
United Provinces. The latter power had always been jealouB of 
the Hanse, and had endeavoured to exclude it from the negotia¬ 
tions of 1654. 1S But it would appear that the towns were ulti¬ 
mately recognised by the peace. 14 The ‘Tractatus’ alluded to in 
this document was probably then the new treaty made between 
Erance, England, and the United Provinces on May 1659. 18 

Utrinque conventum et conclusum est quod in Tractatu pads, 
Unionis, et confoederationis inter serenissimum Celsissimum Dominum 
Protectorem Reipublioae Angliae Scotiae et Hibemiae &c. ab una parte, ac 
Celsos et potentes Dominos Ordines Generates Unitarum Provinciarum ab 
altera, includentur et comprehendentur Civitates Hanseaticae, Lubeca, 
Brema, et Hamburgum, cum omnibus suis Civibus, Incolis, et bonis 
eorum; Actum Westmonasterij, et a Commissarijs Celsitudinis Domini 
Protectoris, ibidemq Dominorum Ordinum Generalium Foederatarum 
provinciarum extra ordinem Legatis subsignatum, July 1659. 


H. Lawhence, Pres. (L. S.) 
P. Ltle (L. S.) 

J. Lambebt (L. S.) 

G. PlCKEBING (L. S.) 

E. Mountague (L. S.) 


Wal. Stbickland (L. S.) 

H. Bevebningk, H. H. B. (L. S.) 
Wil m . Neeupoobt (L. S.) 

GLEES (?) JONGESTALL (L. S.) 


I note that about this time Liibeek appears to have been 
anxious to remove an impression created in England by one Captain 
Patrick Hay, to the effect that the town was giving help to the 
Stuarts. 16 This course might be the more necessary that the Hanse 
had formerly been suspected of dealings with the royalists, probably 

13 Sec treaties in Jenkinson, i. 101-111. 

13 Thurloc, i. 465, 401, 49G. 

II See letter of Kichard Bradshaw to Thorloe, 1G May 1C54. Thurloe, ii. 288. 

'* Dnmont, n. ii. 252. '* Thurloo, vii. 041. 
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to annoy the States, which, after the death of the prince of Orange, 
had become decidedly republican. 17 

As to the authenticity of the letters, I see that a note upon 
No. 6 professes that the translation of the cyphers therein was 
made by Thomas Birch in 1755. This is probably the editor of 
the Thurloe papers, which appeared in 1742. Possibly these letters 
were shown to him after the publication, and too late, therefore, 
for them to appear in the collection. 

I append copies of the letters kindly made by a gentleman en¬ 
gaged in the library at Auckland. 

Edwabd Jenkb. 

1. Secretary Thurloe to Mr. Meadowe. 

Sir,—I have received y r ‘ of the l* 4 instant from Copenhagen and am 
satisfied (havinge alsoe received the same Intelligence from severall other 
places) w 4h what you write concerning the league betweene Denmark 
Brandenburg & Poland; and its possible & I believe that war was not 
undertaken by Intelligence w 451 the Muscovite ; but that hinders not but 
there may have been a league made since that time w 01 Muscovia. 

You say nothings of the Kinge of Hungarye w th whome the Swedes 
affirme the King of Denmark is in a strict league, & y 4 its resolved that 
the Poles & K. of Hungary are in conjunction to enter Holstein & 
Jutland upon the Invitation of the Dane w ch if true does strongly suppose 
that there is a leggue between them & such that both sides are obliged 
not to make peace w 4h out each other. These things are to be very 
narrowly enquired into & y* utmost certainty had thereof. It very much 
concerns his Highness not to be deceived herein & to know whe'her the 
Dane ; will [join] w 411 y° Swede w ch iB certainly best for the Interest of 
the Dane & why should he entangle himself in y* warre w th Poland & 
Austria & put himself upon their bottom whereas he may not only have 
a peace but sufficient security for y* keeping of it & if he will thus treate 
he will finde his Highness not only a strong but a certayne friende. I 
believe the Dutch he knows best the good he got by it, but I am sure that 
he will find England a certain constant friend to him w th urgency you 
say that the Dutch are in better creditt in y 4 Court than formerly, & would 
yet be better if y* Danes were sure of y e friendship of England. What is it 
that will give him that assurance, for I know he may be sure of it if he 
will & y® way to it is to separate from Poland £ y* popish parties, w ch 
you are to take all opportunities to insinuate & to know what it is that 
he would desire of y 1 * State, to assure him of his Highness goodwill, & 
I am confident a separate treatie would sooner restore the Provinces 
he hath lost than y* assistance w* h the Poles <fc Hungarians are like to 
give him will do. 

And in case the Poles or king of Hungary or either of them should 
come with their Army into Holstein & Jutland, do you think we shall be 
alarmed w th such neighbours who, if once they got a footing in these parts, 
will not easily be got out from thence again, It being y* old Designe of the 

Emperiall House to get these Countryes & to-? you the baltique sea under 

»’ Thurloe, 1. 606. 
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